18" x 28" Official Texas Historical Marker WA
Denton County -~ 7-12-73 12.7 mi w of Denton and 1.7
m N of US 380. :

GREGG ' RANCH

DARIUS GREGG (1804-70), WHO CAME
TO TEXAS FROM TE&NESSEE IN 1827,
AND FOUGHT IN THE TEXAS WAR FOR
INDEPENDENCE, ACQUMULATED ABOUT
20,000 ACRES IN THIS AREA IN THE
EARLY 1850s. GREGG, A SURVEYOR AND
HOUSTON REALTOR, SPENT SEVERAL
SUMMERS HERE BEFORE HIS DEATH.

HIS SON, WILLIAM BOWEN GREGG
(1849-89) , MOVED FROM HOUSTON AND
OPERATED THE RANCH IN 1870s AND
EARLY 1880s. NOTORIOUS OUTLAW
SAM BASS WORKED ON THE RANCH,
AND A FREQUENT SUMMER VISITOR
WAS ROBERT SWIFT, OF THE WELL-
KNOWN MEAT PACKING FAMILY.

OF THE ORIGINAL RANCH, 750 ACRES

ARE STILL OWNED BY A GREGG HEIR. (1973)
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Very little is known of Darius Gregg in Texas. My Grandfather, William
Bowen Gregg died when my mother, Susan Speed Gregg, was only four years of
age. She was the oldest of three children of William Bowen Gregge. The three
children were the Grand children of Darius Gregg and were: Susan Speed Gregg,

Mary fatherine Gregg, and William Bowen Gregg
&
My appreciation goes to my Aunt, Mrs. W G. Langley (Mary,fbtherine Gregg)

of 5001 Drexel Drive, Dallas, Texase. She is a member of the Charles S. Taylor
Chapter of the DRT in Dallas, Texase. She saved a small portion of the papers
from being burned and destroyed when the attic in the family home in Denton,
Texas,was being cleaned in 1%00,. Colored help was carrying the old papers

out to be burned when she recognized her Grandfather's name on the papers. She

saved them,

Darius Gregg was born Nove. 8, 1804 in Nicholasville, Kentucky in Jessamine
County. He was the son of Darius Gregg who had married Martha Jane Pougue
according to Perrln'sxingO&Y OF KENTUCKY. They came from Halifax County, Vae.

and located four miles Lex1ngton, Kentucky. This statement was written in

—_——

1887 and stated that the Greggbs came to Kentucky ''many years ago". Darius
Gregg and Martha Jane Pougue Gregg were the parents of seven children:
Samuel, David, Harvey, Darius, Sallsy, Mary, and James., James was born in
Fayette County, Kentucky in 1791 and died Jane. 7, 1834 in Jessemine County,
Kentucky. Page 792- Perrin's HISTORY OF KENTUCKY.

Darius Gregg arrived in Texas in 1827. Was a member of Stephen F. Austin's
Second Colony and is listed in Austin's Application Book as single, 25 years
old, and from Kentucky, Dec. 31, 1829. He was granted certificate no. 130-136-
186. His trip from Kentucky to Texas 1s described in "AN AMERICAN FAMILY" by

anard Ne. Clopper.

ire. Gregg was issued 1/4 league of land in Grimes County, Texas,from the
Mexicaen Government on ‘April 6, 183Js On Feb. 1, 1838 the Board of Land Commiss=—
loners of Harrisburg County (now Harris) issued him as a single man, a head-
right ¢f 1/3 league less 1/4 league, the aﬁount he had already received from
Mexic , and located in Harris County. From the Republic of Texas Darius Gregg
recc. ':d 540 acres of land in Falls County for eight months service in the
Texa. ~rmy, from Oct. 5, 1835)to June 5, 1836, and 640 acres in Polk County
for having fought at Bexar from Decs 5 to Dec. 10, 1835, He was a member of
Captain John York's Companye. This is recorded in the General Land Office in

Austin, Texas,.
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Darius 'Gregg married Susan Speed Bowen on April 30, 1840 in Grimes County,

Texas. She was the Daughter of William Russell Bowen who died in Grimes County
in 1855, She was the Great Granddaughter of Gen., William Russell who was in

Washington's Grand Armye. He was from Culpepper County, Va.7and died 1n Rocking-
ham Coe., Va.,in 1793,

Susan Speed Bowen Gregg and Darius Gregg had five children: Caroline,
Benjamin Milam, Samuel Otto, Susan Mary, and William Bowen. The only one of
these children reaching adulthood was William Bowen Gregg who was my Grandfather
and who is buried in Glenwood Cemetery beside his father, Darius Gregge. He died

in Houston on June 1, 1889,

Darius Gregg was a very religous man and gave freely of his time and money
for the Methodists in Texas as well as in the €ity of Houston. He is mentioned
in the poem "Reminiscences of Shearn Church" in the HISTORY OF SHEARN CHURCH
“f1837-?9072,by Mrs. I.M.E. Blandin. On April 16, 1860, while living in Houston,

Mr. Gregg gave J. L. Lovejoy of Denton, Texas/power of attorney to sell 640 acres
of land in Denton County and to give $500.00 out of the sale to errect a Metho-
dist Church in Denton. He gave land to the Methodist Church in Conroe, Texase
I believe very strongly that '"Gregg Chapel" in Houston was named for Darius Gregge.
Enclosed xerox copy of letter written to William Bowen Gregg in Denton, Texas,
Stabing th:{[‘%ﬁ {fﬁlé letter is dated 1883.

On record in Houston we find that Darius Gregg gav§ﬁ%g§fland for an orphanage

to be erected in Baytown, Texas,

Mre. Gregg's name appears in the "Early History of Grimes County" written by
E. L. Blair MA, Supt. of Schools, Trinity, Texas. He was a charter member of the

Grand Lodge of Texas in Houston,.

a
0ld papers show that Darius Gregg (his signature was D. Gregg) wa%4surveyor
in Houston. Dates on these papers show the dates 1858-1867. Signed as DSHC.
ﬁ%;5$%1862—1863 he waa%éurveyoi?for the Buffalo Bayou and Colorado RR. Coe.

Mre Gregg was a partner of Mr. Noble from 1874-1875. I believe this friend-
ship carried through to wWilliam Bowen Gregg (D. Gregg's son) as there is a bill

of sale showing purchase of horses from Mr. Noble in Houstone.

My records show that Mr. Gregg had between fifteen and twenty thousand acres
of land in Denton, County, Texas in 1868. He states that he has had this land for
about fifteen years. He advertises it for sale for $2.00 an acre. Part of this
ranch has been handed down for three generations. My Aunt, Mrs. W. G. Langley,

(Mary Katherine Giragg) still owns part of her inherited share.

In 1854 Darius Gregg was given power of attorney to sell the Clopper lands

in Harris Countye.
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D&riﬁs'Gregg died in Houston March 28, 1870 and is buriesifn Glenwood Cemetery
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From the book "LOTS OF LAND" by Curtis Bishop we quote the followings

beside his wife, son, and grand children,

"Commissioner Borden despatched Darius Gregg to collect the titles of the East
Texas Colonies with these instructions: You will proceed to Nacogdoches where
you will employ a small wagon and team sufficient to convey the archives of the
different land offices east of the Trinity, together with that of Milam's colony

now at San Augustine®,

Mrs., Charles A. Hall (Susan Jane Simmons)

Press Alamo Mission Chapter~Daughters of’
the Republic of Texas

7515 Bridgewater

San Antonio, Texas
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Deanr lin. Watoeon,

As of your letter to Dr. E. Dale Udam, Chairman, Denton County ftistorical
Suwwey Committee on lgrch 9, 1973 in regards to the history of Greqqg Rench
in Denton County.

fir. Odam suggested that I write directly 4o you din anower to your queotionas.
J am sorny that my andwers have to be only what has been handed douwn to me
by my parents and relatives in many instances., However, J am encloosdng

3erox copies of a few of We B. Gregg 's 71 papers. These have been saved by
fins. Langley.

J will refer you to Darius Gregg's file in your office. Thios will help with
Dariws Gregg. TSH SC (3S) 3/5/73. A marker is being placed at his grave in
Hareris Cgunty. JLocated in Glenwood Cemetery, 2525 Washington Ave. Houston,
Texas.

Darius Gregqg was interested in the catide lusiness in Texas when he fLirei
arrived in 1827. He was twenty-three years old at this time. ox copies:
"OAR AMERICAN FAMILY" by Edward Clopper. He ed thie dand An payment
for hie survey work for the Buffalo Bayou, Brazes and Colorads Railway Co.
He selected this particular dand because it was ideal for growing crops and
for ranching.He took his survey party from Houston and did his own survey An
Denton County. This survey was done circa 1850-'53. Again may I refer you to
the Gregg(Darius) already on file in your office for this reference. Dardus
Gregg gave Houoston as his address but like #we his son they went to Denton
County to escape the heat of Houston during the summer. However, We Be .o
Gregql did moge 4o Denton with his firnet wife and there he conducted hio
ranching, He met his Lanst wife, Patty Anderson, while attending college
in. Haahz:ffee., TJenn., She died at the zanch but was bu;/u'.o_d in Houwston.

J am sonry that J am unalde to tell the type of cattle ralsed on the ranch
by Darius and We B. 1 but do know that U. B. Gregqgl raised Herefords.

After his Lirot wife's death Hu. Robert Swift of the Swift packing family
vioited Hr. Gregg and stayed all summer. They had roomed together in codllege.
Mlae Swift'es health waoen't too q,oo:#md the climate helped him 40 much that

he spent many summers there. fe fell Ain dove with the clinate.

Uhen my grandmother, &mma Bell Mlounts, married fn. Gregqg ~nd they dived on
the ranch she was noted for her muddical talents. She played both the planc
and guitar. She has todd me stories about sitting around the campfire and
playging the guitar with all the cowbdys foining in the sdnging. fe. Gregg
and his wife entertained with dances. Denton people were dnvited out. the
waternelons were kept codd by placing them in the cold spring waters of the
ranche

The bandit, Sam Bass, at one time worked on the Gregg Ranch. He also forked for
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the father-in-daw of W.B. Gregg 1, M. Wildian flounts @/ Greqq parried Emma
Bedl fMlounte after the death of his firet wife. [y parents have todd me many
satoriecs about Sam Bass hiding on her part of the ranch (Susan Speed Gregg
Simmons) and leaving part of his "loot" there between rolleries. JZerox
copies: "A: SKETCH OF SAM BASS" 4y Charles L. Martin.

During the late 1870'4 and '80's there was a race track in Denton and heavy
bets were placed on the horses running. It was at this time that W. B.

Gregq 1 raised registered horses on Gregqg Ranche

J have many papers concernding the buying and selling of part of Darius Gregy's
survey 4in Denton County. Out of the ordiginal dand that Darius Gregg had in
Denton County (about twenity thousand acres) in 1853 there were a Little over
ten thowsand acres dleft at W. B. Gregg's 1 death. In Darius Gregg's will he
dleft dland from thie nranch and other tracts in Denton County to his nephew,
Dariws Gregg dn Misoouri and to his second wife, Hary Gregg of Houston. Hioe
nephew in Misaouri wanted no part of thioe dand in Texas lecause there were
Indians camping on it . He sold it back to W, B. Gregg 7.

lpom the death of . B. Gregg 1 the Gregq Estate was managed by fr. Gregg!
appointed executor, Dr. Curvier Lipsconli. He later mariied Mr. U. B. Greggo
widow. AL of Mr. Gregg's children were quite young at this time. My mother
was the oldeost at thie time and she only four years of age.

The three Gregg heiro wu.%‘?M$§yegq-dumw-( s, James Wiley

_ Simmona of Denton), WMany Catherine Gregg (Mrs. William G. Langley of Dallas,
Texas) Mas. e Go Langley 4o the only diving child and the only on of the
Greggs who otidl owne a part of her share of the ranch. This conedots of
750 acres.

Suwean Speed Gregg (Mro. Simmone) and flary Catherdine Greggy ( re. Langley)
tukned their aanches into fawns when they lecame of age. This was in 1904,
Howewer, W. B. Gregg 17 continued his as a working ranch. He recedved

moze dand in the division of the estate as it was felt that this dand was
Uetter for cattle. Mrs. Simmons and Mrs. Langley grew cotton and wheat as
their main crops. Mrs. Simmons did raise Shropohire sheep for a number of
years.

Mr. We Be Gregg 171 Liaed in the old ranch howse until it burned in about 1912.
After the death of W. B. Gregg 7 Dr. Lipacomb mady Robert (loble Mounts manager
of the ranch and he continued 1o manage At until the childien lecame of age.
fne. Mounts was a brother of Mrs. We B. Gregg 7.

The marker will be placed in front of the present zanch house of Nre. We o
Langleyphich 4o juet about a mile and a half north off US380 and about 12.1
niles west of Denton. To my knowledge thie zroad had never lLeen named. The
executor of the Gregq Eotate gave a road complietely osurrounding the ten
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ten thousand acres in about 1885-7. This particular road om which Mre.
Langley's house faces is the raud that she and Mrs. Simmons gave to the
county also. Ji divided flrs. Simmons' and flrie. Langley's ranch. This was
given about 19 76 =77,

J hope that J have answered all your questions. Please contact me il you
need any more Anformation.

Thank you,

Mrs. Charles A. Hall ( Susan Jane Simmons)
7515 Bridgewater

San Antonio, Texas

78209

After finiohing this J called my Aunt, ilrs. Langley, in Dallas and did
tind out the followidg information about the marker location. The road.
that you turn north on at 12.71 miles weat of the Denton County Court House
on the U§ 380 is commonly called the Plainview-Siidell Road. After turning
north on this raad the marker is to be placed in front of the gate of the
houwse of Mrs. Langleya. This is 1.7 miles north from US 380. The house
44 docated on the left hand side of the road going north.
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280 HISTORY OF THE EXPANSION OF METHODISM

Station.” The second church was also known as
Houston Station. It was never officially named,
though there was some discussion as to the name.
The building committee agreed that it should be
named for the oldest member of the committee, but
Mr. Shearn objected, and no name was officially
given. When the third church was built it was sug-
gested that it should be called ‘Charles Shearn Me-
morial,’ and a resolution was introduced probably in
quarterly conference to that effect. After much de-
bate the resolution was adopted, but the name was
not recognized until 1890, when, at the request of the
quarterly conference of the church, it was entered on
the Conference minutes as ‘Charles Shearn Me-
morial’.”

There must be some misapprehension on this
point, as we find, by examining the annual confer-
ence minutes, that as far back as 1873 the name of
Shearn was applied to this appointment. Prior to
that year the minutes simply show Houston, or
Houston station. After 1878 it sometimes appears as
Shearn Chapel and sometimes as Shearn Church,
until in the 80’s following the completion of the new
building, the appointment is shown invariably as
Shearn Church. Certainly no hishop would read out
this name for more than fifteen years, prior to 1890,
unless there had been a general understanding and
acceptance of the fact. \

In 1869 a Houston city mission was projected,
with Homer S. Thrall in charge. In 1878 F. T.
Mitchell was sent to the mission, and the Washing-
ton Street church was organized and a church house
built. In 1882 a McKee Street church was organized
by Alexander Hinkle, a local preacher (formerly an
itinerant). In 1883 B. F. Johnson was appointed to

this work, and a church was erected. In 1890 E. W.

394
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Soloz:ion, pastor at Shearn Church, began preaching
and organized a Sunday school in a grove near the
corner of German and Buffalo streets. Lots were
bought, and Mr. S. M. McAshan built a chapel. About
75 members from Shearn Church transferred to the
chapel. Thus, by the early 90’s, Houston Methodism
was represented by four appointments — Shearn,
Washington Street, McKee Street, and McAshan.
Methodism was of slow growth in San Antonio in
the early days, quite in contrast with its development
there in modern times. The first church was organ-
ized by John W. DeVilbiss in 1846. A rock church
building was begun, on Soledad street, in 1852, and
finished in 1853. It was of two stories or of one story
and a basement above ground, the upper story used
for services, and the lower for school purposes. This
church was called Paine Chapel, though never so
designated in the appointments — the appointment
being simply “San Antonio.” In 1883 a lot was se-
cured on Travis street, diagonally opposite Travis
Park, and a stone building was begun, under the pas-
torate of W. J. Young. This was the beginning of
Travis Park Church, and a new era for Methodism
in San Antonio. Travis Park Church became the

“hive, so to speak, from which several other now im-

portant churches in the city later swarmed. -

The exact date of the organization of the first
Methodist church in Fort Worth is not known, there
being no record of the fact discoverable by this
writer. Since both the Fort Worth district and the
Fort Worth mission appeared in the minutes as
early as 1856, and since Methodist preachers had
preached at that point even earlier, some sort of or-
ganization must have been effected there about 1855
or 1856. The first house of worship, a frame build-
ing, valued in the conference reports variously at
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H1 -TCRY OF SHEARN CHURCH 1837-1907
By Mrs. Im. Blandin

REMINISCHENCES CF DHEARN CHURCH

When Houston was a village small,

With houses few and tents for all,

When vice and crime stalked boldly around,

And "ants end Methodists" did abound,

A.C. Allen, who owned a city site,

Gave to these lMefthodists a plots of ground

Cn Which the fires of Methodism to light,

To dispel the darkness of the region round-
Then the first brick church on Texas soil

Was Built with great effort and much toil.

Dr. Summers the cornerstone did lay

On eigth Texas Independence Day.

Thither the people came from far and near

To worship God and the Gospel to hear.

The history of this church is woven of many strands-
Here assembled exiles from many lands;

The high and low, the rich and poor,

fhe sad and gay, belles and beaux galore,

Al assembled in this Bethel of peace

From sorrow and faolly to find release.

Once a week the members in "class" did meet,
And with each other held communion sweet;

Once a quarter the Elder came around,

Then the iaithful in "love feast" were found.
In this ¢s embly of many races,

The negroe held aesmstomed places;

For lor> it was the lMethodist way

To prezch to them each Sabbath day.
The"vreachers in charge" of this thriving hive,
For seventy-seven years numbered thirty five.
Some were eloquent, seintly and wise,

Apt to teach, and many schemes devise

T'he powers of evil to overthrow,

And the Gospel truth widely sow;

Some "all round" men versed in "affairs" and books,
Some skilled fishers of men with various hooks.
In spite of hindrances and blunders not a few,
The work increased and the membership grew.

The old brick church looked shabby and small,
Beside the new churches handsome and tall.

The need of a new church was plain to all,

But the means in hand all too small.

The preachers in charge raised the hue and cry,
"Sell the place and another try."

But dear to the hesrts of the old congregatiou,
Were the memories clinging to the old location.
The storm -wrécked building became a pile of caay,
And the raing of war caused another delay.

When the war clounds had passed

And business was increasing fast,

"A new church we must have," said Charles Shearn.
Some who promptly answered to this call, we learn,
wWere T.W. House, A. McGowen, D. Gregg,

G.S. Hardcastle;they a forlorn hope led.
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The enveiprise was vigorously pushed along;
foon thie e arcoae Lrhe volice of praver snd XN ¥
At the & me old stand, the sume old vlace,
ahcre Lhe saints yone before had found prace.
i'lanned for ye.rs, scarce s dozen had flown,
when this house #lso fer too small kad £r0vn .
The multitiude worshiped here every Lunday;
The str nger, the wayfarer, the youny and gey;
Seoffers came bo muck aznd remainred to Nr8Y;
rnd 5o continued, just that way,

Until robuilding would not edm t of lonser delsy -

Wy e J Y
And the nmastor, 3.H. Werlein, did the task 855ay.

Zobly and »c¢ll did he this task discharge,
Mo church iv wvhe city so handsnsuze and large.
This chureh muss soon have a name,

And J.F. Dumble thoeught the same.

Charles ‘hearn femorial, he s«id,

#nd the discussion stoutly led.

‘o srreacd @eripture s oliness througn the land
was ever ethodist purpose and nlan.

Of this -urnose Shoarn never loss siphyu,
But estitlished missions, by day, by right.
From this church Methodism spresd
Unitil iwcossible her light to hide. .
Like Correliz of ¢ld, <hesin can proudly 52¥,

As she lougks around aboul every cay,

AnG sees Lhe propperous steéte of daughters nine,
"fhese wy Jewels are; rems my crown ertwine.”
~las, alsg, in this changin world below,

3y fate's decree churches coire, churches 0,

dow th fiablzi, is, Shearn nust sbdicate

The =zcere of triumph;this sacred suot vacate.
A Lescon light, a Yetnal rc longer,

Just one of the crowd, Ko more, no stronger,
records =ay te lost, memory fade and die,

Tne werk cone ig known beyond the sky.

And newicrewell, & loving, last ferewell,

e the Lcene fur de e than p an casn S5ell.

T

far and wide,

itey may sell , scatter the bhricks around if they will,

put tre oder of sanetity will cliry round iv £%ill;
fvarice na rride may tear the church away,

And msver for the ceed &t the Judrment Tay,

But never car. soothe the yrief «f ire the hearts
So eruellyv pierced by their ruthless derts.

Hor did love cf tie "causa™ dichace the moasure,
Put peie of mammewn, vanity and selfish pleasure,
"Can bLhe wick twat ia cented continue to burn?!

Can tixe joys that lg wisted coutinue to return?

r

hoU wnile in Lnese Litsdl howses of clay,
Fid earth's nomus and vanities we steay.
ut when we meet iIin Ghearn above

L
Lur swvicur and friends we'll rapiurously greet,
d sing vhe sawme old :songs in harmony seeetb.
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LIVING DESCENDANTS OF DARIUS GRELG

finse .G Langley ( flary Katherine Gregg)
( Grand Daughter of Darius Gregq)
5001 Diexel Drive Dallas, Texas 78255

. ller Daughter:

s Richard Bunb ( lary Gregq Langley)
( Great Grand Daughter of Doriws Gregg)
Sane address as s, ¥e Go Langley
Her children are:
lnse Douglas Smith ( Mary Katherine Buml)
ino. Grilfen ( HAnn Gregq Buml)
Mrns. James Riley ( Katherine Gresq)
70636 Estates Lane Daldas, Texas
Great Guund daughter of Darius Gregg)
lter children are: )
M. Willian Donald Riley
Miso flargaret Riley
e Charles Ao Hall ( Susan Jane Simmons)
Great Grand Daughter of Darius Gregg)
7515 Dridgewater San Antonio, Texas 78209
Hern children are:
Chardes Morthen Hall
Mr. Sillian Gregq Simmons
370 Sunset Corpus Chrioti, Texas
e James Ubert S.immons
( chéwt Grand Son of Dariwe Gregg)
Twin Lakes
Lake Park Georgia 37636
s children are:
M. James Giegg Simmons

e William Bowen Simmons
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| the evening.

, Carruth, two
see those two
king out for a

| let me alone,
ou, and go to

_ they rode off

. “What would
all the gold I

‘s too late now
father’s advice
company; but
ow. It all goes
)ld banker pay
thing!” By this
Jackson’s camp
ily, T want Old
sive him up. ‘I
said he. ‘Can’t
e him. Here’s
.se. Frank said,
.’ I went, then,
horse, and told
John *kicked’ a
s, it’s no use to
ir business.” We
,ut how the boys
if they had ten
ist to hear them
, Medlin’s Point,
when we rested
steal in the night
Mounts, in the

)
-
i
»
¢
’

Fim Murphy’s Narrative

suburbs of Denton. While here the boys told many fine
stories about their adventures. Bass at length said: :‘Well,
boys, what do you reckon old Bill Mounts will say! I
would like to be hid somewhere near, though T know
what he will say as well as if T were there. The old rascal
will walk out in the morning and find his horse and saddle
gone. He will go back to the house with his lips hung
down, and his face as long as h—I1. Well, old lady. my
fine horse and saddle are gone. I just know that Sam Bass
has got them. I wish I had never got that long-range gun.
He said that he would make it cost me $10 every time I
shot it. What shall T do! My horse is gone. T'll bet Jim
Murphy told him about it. Jim, they’ll give you h—Il
over this thing; but that don’t make any difference, for
you have turned loose now anyhow.” 1 replied, ‘That’s all
right; we’ll just rob them all alike whenever we strike
them.” “That’s the idea, Jim. That is what I have argued
all the time. We had just as well rob one as another, for
they are all after us, anyhow.”

“By this time 1t was about twelve o’clock. ‘Let’s be going,
boys,’ said Bass, ‘we must puil Bill Mounts’ horse.” So we
mounted and rode to Mounts’ house, stopping in front of
his gate. I was left to guard while Sam went in and got a
horse which he supposed to be Mounts’, but it belonged
to a traveler; he got Mounts’ saddle. We then went €ast,
passing throuéh Denton, to Elm bottom, where we arrived
just before sun-up. We were very tired, and stopped and
slept about fifteen minutes. We then rode across Big Elm
and stopped for breakfast, when we rested two or three
hours. Seeing several men pass the road, Sam said, ‘Boys,
we’d better get away from here. Old Dad Eagan might
be on our trail, and if he is, he will give us h—Il, for they
are mad as h—I11. T guess we'll ride.” So we started east,

135




JACK HARDY.

- @ - l ; e

|
@ggms celebrated race horse, Jack HARrRDY, was |
bred at Spring Hill Farm, Kentucky, and was 5

foaled in 1872. He is a beautiful bay, sixteen hands
"~ righ, po” sssing great bome substance and power,
and is a half-brother to Ten Broeck and King Al-
fonso : '

PEDIGREE :

JACK HARDY was sired by Imp. Phaeton. %

First Dam, Mollie Rogers...... .. .. ....by Imp. Sovereign. | X
Second Dam .. .o . DY BostoD, MERR O

Third Dam.... . s oo . by Gray Medoc, IR 4 e

FourthDam. ... ... .....byImp.Dion,

Fifth Dam. . . . ..o wo.mwo- by Imp, Speculator
£y Sixth Dam . oo Y 1mp, Alderman, SAE bt
i Seventh Dam .ot by Hart's Medley. U S

Wiljl stand this season, 1886, at my farm, three

“miles West of Ferris, Ellis county, Texas, at $50.00

w

gy

¥ .
-

the season, with the privilege of returning the mare ;
next season, in case she fails to foal. The season ;;
- commences February 15th, and ends July 1st, 1386.

il A
]

at moderate rates.

4
4
a I have a good pasture free of charge. Grain fed ‘
|
H. T. BATCHLER. |
J
|
|
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| the . Bhow Trvision,
That thms of tue Dirst show
k as su pevat 88 fo ninke 1 owise 10
Ymake it annuat of, hatter. A sl
i ganual x‘mlc.’ls the gencral opin-
|jest Of those who have attendeg the
[ norge whow Tharsdey in gonjunction
, with the trades'day. Not alone wers
|the spectators plessed at the enter-
{taiaacpt and igstruction into the
thor: Lusiness given, but the owners
who lost s%meu who. wou
wera 80 dnte 4 that it will be
very manch egslar to makn sabsequent
jattemp! q“nu._lceu than 1t was fo!
ihe first. ‘Randicapped by the mud-
dy ring and the BOIN t.raw wea
1her. thi crow:d at the forenod shom
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stantly whea the la oW
% elosed the grandstapd wac
3 hly riile& and the erpwd er
ry

lcfed avound the show & s
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aimost twlce @9 IntRe 83 Lbat o the
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e
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The prize showingz ot tie for non. !
however, was the, roadster -
which mo iedm ¢
‘3‘“6’ hooraege W eeiersl.
tators who h-a; sden the Dnllas and ' .
Fort Wurth hors, shows say that ini’
nothing superior has been |
xas. The entrie® oo thage |
of Miss Mary Greg-. Jthp Under- |
wood, S. W. Fritz. J. W. Skils, Doo |
Jackson. Will Gregge 4. T, Alrvi and
. ¢, Giant. The Judges awarded !
firat prize 1o Miss Hary Gregg's |
the  steand t
‘- Lay., bul wweay
ficult tu make 8 pick belwuen
e 0 th eodries.
~ This afteraoon is glyen over ¢
other elasses and the competitfo
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mafdsome bay an
un Underwoond

»’ o'

will Williams acted as Judee, A.|—
C. Rayzor as secretary
Wright as fing-uaster.
i the breeders’ ghow
were W1I] Williams for the- stalllons
ung E. Gpeanougher 1
Delo Maﬁ!lewa o™
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Ranch Eclipses Days

\

Of Texas Founders

By MRS, CHARLES A. HALL
and E. DALE ODOM

An official Texas Historical Com-
mission marker will be placed at the
Gregg Ranch, one of the oldest in
ﬁﬂmﬁ@@. at 2 p.m. Sunday.

ranch. now opened by Mrs. W. G.

Langley of Dallas, was started between
1850 and 1853 by Darius Gregg, Mrs.
Langley’s grandfather and one of the
founders of the Republic of Texas.

Gregg, a surveyor for the Buffalo
Bayou, Brazos and Colorado Railroad
‘Co., was given the Denton County land
in return for survey work done for the
company in the Houston area.

Gregg describes his land and Denton
County in a letter of Oct. 25, 1868:
“Denton County is 180 miles from

Bryan in the Elm Fork of the Trinity
River. The cross timber passes through
the center of the county. The timber
land is generally poor. The prairié is
very rich soil.

“I HAVE BETWEEN fifteen and
twenty thousand acres of choice lands I
will consider selling for $2.00 an acre,
one-half in hand, the balance in 12
months bearing an interest of 10 per
cent per annum.

‘““The Galveston and Kansas Railroad
is located a few miles east of Denton
and will be built in a few years. My land
is not more than one-tenth timber. Corn
and beef are very cheap. From 1 to 2
cents per pound. No better country for
cattle, hogs, horses and sheep in the
state, no better grain-growing country.

“I selected these lands in person
some fifteen years ago when most of the
land was vacant and I consider it choice
land. T did not get much timber land
because there is a great abundance of
timber in the county and the timber
lands are generally poor. Surveyors
fees were $12.00 per section of 640 acres.

“COWS AND CALVES are worth
from $5 to $10 per pair as to the quality.
Oxen from $25.00 to $40.00 per pair,
horses from $25.00 to $100.00.”

Darius Gregg was born Nov. 8, 1804 in
Nicholasville, Ken. He died in
Houston, on March 28, 1870. An
historical marker has been placed at
his grave in Houston by the Texas
Historical Commission.

He arrived in Texas in 1827 and was a
member of a cattle and mercantile
company called the Texas Trading

. Association. He made several trips into
Mexico to buy cattle for the company.

In 1840, Darius Gregg married Susan
Speed Bowen. Ultimately he was a
landowner in Denton, Grimes, Polk and

\. Harris counties.

He was a very religious man and
gave freely of his time and money for
Methodism in Texas. In 1860, for
example, he gave J. L. Lovejoy power
of attorney to sell 640 acres of land in
the Denton County ranch to build a
church (Methodist) in Denton. He is
written up in Blandin’s History of
Shearn Church, in Houston, as one of
the founders of that church. Gregg
Chapel in Houston is named for him. He
was a charter member of the Grand Old
Lodge, the first Masonic Lodge in
Texas.

GREGG TOOK his survey party from
Houston and did his own surveying of
the land he obtained in Denton County
from the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and
Colorado Railroad Co. He used Houston
as his address throughout his lifetime,
but often went to Denton to escape the
heat and humidity of Houston. J. L.
Lovejoy, Denton attorney, managed the
ranch for Gregg during the winter
months.

Gregg’s only child, William Bowen
Gregg (1849-1889), after graduating
from college in Nashville, Tenn., and
marrying his first wife, moved to
Denton to manage the ranch. W. B.
Gregg inherited most of his father’s
Denton County land in 1870, and con-
tinued to manage the ranch until his
death in 1889.

On July 4, 1883, he married his second
wife, Emma Bell Mounts of Denton.
The second Mrs. Gregg was noted for
her beauty and musical ability, and
often played the guitar for the cowboys

on the ranch during the evenings. They.

also entertained with many parties and
dances at the ranch.

DENTON’S INFAMOUS Sam Bass
knew the Gregg Ranch well. He worked
for William Mounts, father-in-law of W.
B. Gregg, as well as on the Gregg
Ranch. )

During the late 1870s and 1880s Gregg
raised registered race horses on the
ranch. Some of them ran at the well-
known track in the city of Denton, but
many raced at more famous tracks.
Perhaps the best-known of all the
Gregg horses was Conn Noble.

Robert Swift, of the famous meat
packing family, was a frequent sum-
mer visitor on the ranch during those
days.

At the death of William Bowen Gregg,
there was only about 10,000 acres left of
the ranch. The estate was handled by
Dr. Cuvier Lipscomb until the children
became of age; the oldest, Susan Speed
Gregg, was only four when she died. Dr.
Lipscomb later married the widow of
W. B. Gregg. Mrs. Gregg’s brother,
Robert Mounts, actually managed the
ranch. .

The three Gregg heirs were Susan
Speed Gregg-deceased (Mrs. James W.
Simmons of Denton), Mary Catherine
Gregg (Mrs. W. G. Langley of Dallas).
and William Bowen Gregg II-deceased.

Mrs. Langley is the only child
remaining alive and the only Gregg
heir who still owns a part of the ranch.
Her farm consists of about 700 acres
and is the place on which the marker
will be placed Sunday.

MRS. LANGLEY is a member of the
First Christian Church of Denton, and
of many other organizations. When she
was 22 years old she gave a pipe organ
to the First Christian Church on West
Hickory Street in Denton. It was or-
dered from St. Louis, Mo. and when it

.arrived in Denton, no one here could

install it. She had to pay the expenses
for a man from Missouri to come and
install it.

Like her father and grandfather,
Mrs. Langley was always interested in
horses. An old clipping (circa 1900)
from the Denton Record and Chronicle
tells of a capacity crowd at the Denton
Horse Show. Mr. Will Williams was
judge. R. E. Rayzor, secretary, and
Crow Wright, ring master. Lady
Riders: Miss Mary Gregg placed first
and Mrs. J. N. Rayzor second. Single
harness horses: Ladies driving: Miss
Winnefred Woodward first and Miss
Mary Gregg second.

WHEN SHE graduated from college
she received a graduation gift of a trip
to Europe. She was accompanied on the
trip by Miss Euallallie Wright.

Mrs. Langley and Mrs. Simmons
turned their part of the ranch they
inherited into farms growing cotton and
wheat as the main crops, although Mrs.
Simmons also raised Shropshire sheep
on her place for many years. W. B.
Gregg II continued his land as a
working ranch for many years, since he
received a larger share of the land
because his part was better suited for
ranching.

W. B. Gregg II married Katherine
Bass of Denton and their only child
was Mrs. James Riley of Dallas.

—_——
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' ea staff Photo By LON COOPER
Marker Dedication

A group of history-minded area residents listen as Dr. E. Dale Odom. chairman of
the%enton County Historical Commission, tells of the history of the Gregg Ranch.
Localed TZTiles west of Denton. the ranch site is now marked by a Texas State
Historical Marker, which was unveiled during the ceremonies. Sunday.-At left. Mrs:
W. G. Langley, current owner. of a portion of the original ranch. talks with a guest.
she is the granddaughter of Darius Gregg. who accumulated about 20.000 acres to
nake up the original ranch in the 1850s.




