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400 'LacY HOTEL

The. Lacy Hotel was built in Denton. Texas, in 1858 by
Charles Christian Lacy, also known as c. c. Lacy, and his
wife, Sarah Brown Lacy.‘ It wua 1ocated at the northeaat cor-d‘ﬁ
ner of the publio square, facinq the central plaza or common,‘ﬁ
and catexed principally to: itine ant Meuhodist and Baptist
preachers; that is, Circuit 'riders.‘ Thia‘was the first Hotel -
ever built in Denton County, Tc»as:agl‘”' Mol | .

C. C. Lacy was appointcd lubl‘c Land Surveyor of this "Land“"
District“'in 1855, and actually moved to Denton County in that
year. The hotel burned in 183“- and, I believe. was later
occupied by the May Builaingf{nca“ the Kincaid ‘Building. |
The May Building buxnod abouiltho end of wOrld War I, and wao
replaced by the Smoot~Curuis BLilding, uhich wag later remodeled
(about ¢ or 5 /ears ago) andniu nou owned hy Intra-Coat, Inc.
Their offioen are- aleo in tha building,_yhich is’ principally
occupied by pro‘esu¢onal porsons.:-ﬂ{"fﬂﬁﬁq;f?,5ffﬂ

C. C. lLacy namcd all of tha atzoats in the oxiginal town
of Denton, having laid them off as Diuttict Land Surveyoz. Be
Locust, Mulbarry, naple, iﬁ a grc, Cedar, Pecan, Walnut.
etc. Theao are atill among tho principal streets of the City.

He was in the rebellion involving ekrly aettlers nnd Indians,




known as the Battle of Fort Balknap, and as the "Battle of 'y

. Salt Creek."

¢

Charles Christian Zacf ﬁé;ﬁfﬁéfﬁthgz'ofTWalte; Jone Lacy,
and was the ancestor of al#ﬁgé?ﬁhe'Lacys living in Waco and |
most of those now'living.;nréfé?Antonio and Beaumont. Actually,
his descendants are livinéfaiihgvef the country;

He had first settled with hia wife and family in Fort
Worth, Texas, about 1843, haviﬂé 6ome from Mason County, Kentucky,
where his family had lived a genération.. Pravioualy, they had
lived in Albemarle County, Virginia, in a town or community
named Lacy, near wOodridge, Virginiu. Various members of the
family, including his ancestors, also lived in Scotlands,
Virginia; and, in fact, one of the Lacy families established
Scotsville, Virginia. They had ‘algo lived in the area of
Charlottaesville, Virginia.: They £irst arrived on this contin~
ent about 1670, from England, probably from the Holme-Lacy
area. The Hotel in question is ‘notable becauue many early
dignitaries and notable personS“stayed there; and, at the
time the hotel burned, one of. the very last survivors of the
Texas Revolution perished in the fire.; It is also "famous"
in another way: 1In that Sam éqgm, as a very young man, worked
thers for awhile as a LiVerqqﬁﬁble boy. He had not, at that
time, entered a criminal carepf} dnd, in fact, was of a very

gentle, courteous, and 1ndustfious nature. His "downfall” was
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probably due to the fact that”be'fell in with the "gporting
crowd* of Denton, who, at. that time, were notorious for their
interest in horse racing, gambling of all sorts, hard drink,

and fast women. These are, ae ia well known,'expensive habits

g
!'l

to maintain, once acquired.‘lﬁh
C Bt : Kk "
The Hotel was located in'Denton, Taxas, facing south, on

the north side of the Public Square, at the intersection ot

»

Oak and Locust Streets, (northeast corner of square); and,
the present building, upon which tho marker would be placed
is on exactly the same spot, although, no doubt, occupying a

somewhat larger total area, if the livery stable is excluded.

-

In the Application, you refer to Pages 3 and 4, but I

- did not, in fact, receive pagcs 3 and 4, but only pages 1 and

L
2. It may be that you will ncod to eend udditional pages,

ﬁv 1t -,"' e ) 1_, 5

since a building is involvcd,“r.;a Sl N AR

The Hotel not only provided 1odging, but also meals;
which, by reputation, ware the best that could be obtained

between Dallaa and Fort Worth, nnd the Oklahoma and Arkansas
’1
borders. The livery Btable, abOVG mentionod. was also owned

'by C. C, Lacy, togethor with a blackgmith shop. The' shop

also manufactured and repaired buggies, plana, and other :'-
a"

items and implements as well ae ahoeing horaee. . f

My principal sources of information are the Ed F. Bates

ol o \.

History and Reminiacenccs of Dtnton County,- fumily Biblea,

L

letters, and various family traditiono and storiea, most of

which are oral. Also, information from the forthooming




Hiutory of Denton Texas, by CkAA;;Bridgas of thia City.

A picture of the Hotel i° enclo"cd herewith. Tha originalkl

 in the North Texas State University Museum ia, of courae, in |

0il colors. It is over 100 years old.ty ' 2
Incidentally, my name uas origina]ly William Bruca Lacy.:i

I was raised by my grandparents, Alice and Aahley Davis of

this City from age seven; and'htrcm that time have used the -
name Davis. Charles Christiahrndéy was my great-grandfather, 8
Captain Watt Lacy, his aon, was my paternal grandfather.

This is as it appeared in 1871. The man leaning againstxﬂ
the front pillar is Captain "Uatt", or Walter Jone Lacy.
He was with Hood's Texas Cuvafry, and fought in the battles‘
of Shiloh, Atlanta, and othera. He had not been home long.
The elderly lady in the chair ia my great-qrandmother, Sarah
Brown Lacy, whose husband, C C: Lacy, had died only a few
months before. The enclosed'pitture is a photograph of an
original oil painting now in the Historical Museum at North

Texas State University. ..
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