27" x 42" Official Texas Historical Marker (SMF) 24
Denton County - 4-13-70 - Intersection FM 2450 & FM 455(not ROW)

TOWNSITE OF
BOLIVAR

NAMED INDIRECTLY FOR SIMON BOLIVAR,SOUTH AMERICAN
STATESMAN, GENERAL AND PATRIOT. IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN
CALLED"NEW PROSPECT",BUT FOR A MUG OF RUM.WHEN TOWN
WAS FOUNDED IN 1852,A MAN WHO HAD SETTLED HERE FROM
BOLIVAR, TENN, ,WANTED TO NAME THE COMMUNITY IN HONOR
OF HIS HOMETOWN,BUT A PREACHER~DOCTOR INSISTED THAT
IT BE NAMED NEW PROSPECT. AN ELECTION WAS CALLED TO
SETTLE THE MATTER AND THE TENNESSEAN EXCHANGED MUGS
OF RUM FOR VOTES, BOLIVAR WON.

DURING THE 1800s, BOLIVAR WAS THE WESTERNMOST FORT
IN DENTON COUNTY AND THE FIRST SETTLEMENT WEST OF
COLLIN COUNTY.TWO STAGECOACH LINES CHANGED HORSES
HERE,THE TOWN THRIVED AND COULD COUNT THREE HOTELS,
SEVERAL STORES, A GIN, A FLOUR MILL, A SAWMILL, A
BLACKSMITH SHOP, A SALOON, A CHURCH AND A SCHOOL.

IT WAS HERE THAT THE TEXAS CATTLE TRAIL JOINED THE
JESSE CHISHOLM TRAIL, BUT IT WAS JOHN CHISUM, TEXAS
CATTLE BARON,WHO HAD HERDS HERE AND FURNISHED BEEF
TO THE CONFEDERACY DURING THE CIVIL WAR.

BOLIVAR AND THE SURROUNDING AREA WERE HAVENS FOR
SAM BASS AND HIS MEN., TWO BOLIVAR MEN WERE JAILED IN
1890 FOR HARBORING NOTORIOUS MARAUDERS.

MANY EARLY SETTLERS (WHOSE DESCENDANTS STILL LIVE

HERE) PLAYED IMPORTANT ROLES IN DEVELOPMENT OF COUNTY. (1970)
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BOLIVAR, the AXIS, 100 vears ago.

One hundred years ago, Bolivar, Denton County, Texas

was the AXIS for trails and roads of north Texas.

Directions for cattle drivers is given in North of 36,
by Emerson Hough, as follows: " Above Fort Worth willage head due
north to BOLIVAR, swing northwest to Spanish Fort or other
crossings on Red River" There the trail joined the Chisholm Trail
blazed by the Indian scout, Jesse Chisholm}at the direction of;
Joseph McCoy and other cattle buyers,at the rail-head of
Abilene, Kansas,

The Texas-Kansas Rastern Cattle Trail originating from the
first cattle ranges on the Gulf Prairie came in varihous directions
first to San Antonio and then to Fort Worth and on to Hed River.

The cattle had to subsist as they travelled. There must be
grass and water. The trail might be six miles wide as they slowly
t?avelled through thinly populated prairies that were watered.

Bolivar was in the center of this corridor to Red River.

%zs West of the Cross Timbers, and east of the dry, indian raided
westernA¢9unties’»it was a perfect landnark for the cattle drivers
with their herds of perhaps a thousand head. There was Clear Creﬂk
Buck ureek and further up the road was “Buck Creek, and an open
clear path to the Red river.

Before the cattle drives Started up'this long trail, John

—

Chisum of near Bolivar had originated a brall east-west to
Vicksburg
Shreveport, La and Vicksburg, Miss, known as the "-;6é5“;£ Tpail™

John Chisum blazed this trail(Marked on map of Centenniel year of

l936>as originating at his ranchg north of Bolivar, to supvly



2. Bolivar Trails

fulfil his contract with the Confederacy to supply beef for the
soldiers.

‘ On Sept. 16, 1858, the first overland mail to San Francisco
from St Louis and iemphis under contract with the BUTTERFI?LD
Stage Lines, started its Journey. 168 Concord coaches, and 1500
horses and mules » 5 or 600 pounds ~f mail, L vass engers, at first

e=ie
later raised to 10, this journey s£ 2

1
Qu

iays , fare 200,00

This Butterfield Trail crossed Denton County, at the

northwest corner, nearest mail station in the county was Bollvar.

At about the sane time, a etage-coach line was established from
Gainesville to Denton, Through Bolivar. This line connected
with the B u**erzﬁyld for mail and passengers.
In order to establish comiunication for the troops in
1860, a telegraph line was run from Sherman west to Fort
Belknap. This was called the "Wire Road™. It ran through Bolivar
and the stage coach line that followed nade a stop at Bolivar
There were many who Stopped there for the night, since Bolivar
had three hotels, at that time.
The first grave in the Bolivar cemetery is that of a
stage driver, Garshwilder, who drove into the Sartin Hotel
at Bolivar, one night in the 18508, and loy down end died.

LUespite efforts to find a fanily, none was found. oome time later

Parson Allen on his rounds of his wssigned parish® said a prayer
at his grave.
P‘- ,“\
- . . ‘. T . 3
Thus, Bolivar is the axis ior~ﬁ' ITaaous trails.

North~South: laxag,_astorn*uhlﬁhglr Trail
Bu hrllalﬂ_igagg_thg Connection-—
g;AAuﬁbL-Mjre Road Stage Line
John CHisum Trail from his ranch to Viclksburg Trail

.



REferences: Texas-Kansas EZastern Trail: The Cattleman and others

Butterfield: Butterfield Centennial 1958, pictures

taeken at Zra, Texas and Centennial copy
of Press irgo, Van Uuren, Ark.,

G ainesville

to Uenton: Glenn “aide, whose father received
nail from Butterfield Stage via
Bolivar. -

' lteniniscenees, the late
Len bLentley, Bolivar
Wire Road: Texas histories(Zaily Fowler Library)
also
"Details behimd the Texas Route of the Butterfield Trail™
by R. N, Richardson, J. #. Williams and Sen F, Uixon.,
(article in above paper bought at the Centqnnial 1?58}

Gt Toee O ettt Yosoroar.,
‘ =N Ao T, @y Seerviq

Sat, August 3, 1968, a plaque was dedicated by the Venezuelan

Government through the Yexas Consul of Houston to the town of

Bolivar, Texas, because it was named for the famous liberator

Simon Bolivar. ‘

The ground for this plagve wuas gidedat the crossing of the

roads in Bolivar by Ballas Curtsinger,who inclwded enough space
vfor anQther wmarker designating Bolivar as the crossing of

famous trails.” This trail marker has long been the aim of

Boy Scouts and other historical organizations in whe county,

Jh%mAL J. W.Jagoe III, Pres. %QntonoCounty‘ _
Hist. Suyvey Comittee
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i 3 MRSl A | By VENITA LUKENS |friendship and mutual respect|cials will preside during the

| Yikat ¢ ‘ BOLIVAR — This tiny com-|existing between the United erection of the marker.

: Bl { munity will host dignitaries States and Venezuela.” | Mayor Carl Johnson and Coun-

| i from all over he state Saturda_y{ The inscription reads: “Nam-;cilmen E. M. Acker, W. K.

f | as a huge bronze plaque is'ed in honor of Simon Bolivar,| Pate, H. D. Cooper, R. B. Gent-

i i | placed near the town’s main|liberator of Venezuela, Colum-/les and R. E. Ready will be on

i % | street. bia, Ecuador, Peru, Panama hand. City Secretary Ross An-

The plaque will be presented ang founder of Bolivia. He was|derson and the assistant secre-
by the Venezuelan government por in Caracas, Venezuela,|tary, Winnie Seal, will help as
as 2 tribute to the man for| sy 94 1763 and died in Santa will members of the Chamber

BRONZE PLAQUE WILL BE ERECTED AT BOLIVAR
Ceremonies Wili Begin AL 11 AN, Szturday

whom the town was indirectly yraria Columbia, Dec. 17, 1860. of Commerce _
named—Simon Bolivar, the Ven-| presented to Bolivar (Denton| One or more Venezuelan dig-
esuelan lbevalor. = era CoUTLY), State of Texas by thefyiaries Jrom Houston, ere ez
) e ; ”» aturday ivity,
| i that have been erected in Citjes',RepresentaFne of Venezuela,h iﬁi%ﬁrsoi said.urané sit aisL po.s_
: | towns and ports named for the| Since Bolivar no longer main- oy " ov "oihdrs will be pres-
| | liberator, is intended to be ,‘altains a post ofice, and since .~ -
- reminder of the origin of the most official business is trans-| " W Hampton, commissioner
town and the long history of'acted in Sanger., Sanger offi-|or Precinet 4, will assist wilh
. ; a =y _ |the dedication and erection of
[ e f’} CAFTIY ("@x /j pi”:“ﬁ itl(l{e markter, which i? E[(})‘ b(i plac-
VAT B 1 SO A DA in native Tock at the town's
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- ’ (Confinued From Page 1)| When Appleton introduced;m}fn(ﬂ_l:ﬁilght jS;tth?ge %egglgaﬁf
| o ot Sullivan, it was as the “repre-| . . .
[t_hroughqu[jhe movie “Dynam- | copiative of Gov. Ronald Rea-EEdeggSY.d?O:%iggdmg to  Mrs.
| i¢ Denton. ; gan of the State of Texas.” The B’ Chambers of Sanger, show
| The movie followed the revue | audience roared and Appleton|tne fown was founded in 1852
{and Appleton presented other | admitted he had a correction_by a man who seftled there
[statistics about Denton before {y make.
and after the revue and movie. |
| J. Brysn Sullivan Jr., who Francisco Chamber of Com-
(represeriied  California  Gov. merce had nothing but praise
{Ronald Reagan, said he hasl|for Denton’s presentation. “Let
|seen many industrial prescata-|me commend you for not only
| tions in his position as commis- | having a city on the go but also
| sioner of the Economic Develop- for vour novel presentation,”
. 'ment Agency of the State oflhe said. H
| |California, “I can truthfully say| He commented San Francisco
'I've never seen apy presenta-|is a city of beauliful women.

By VERITA LUKENS {ion such as this,” he said. “But vou can leave {hese three

|“The commentary, the {ilm and with us anyviime vou want.”
the show 1were exciling - and| He was referring lo Phyllis
very well - coordinatea.” George, Cathy Muirhead aud
Sullivan went on fo praise Chere Mauldin, who are three
the balance of the show. members of the musical revue

“You've got your economic:caSt- The other members are

A representative of the San,

' Three hotels

{from Bolivar, Tenn. He wanied
to name the community in honor
of his hometown, but a preach-
er-doctor in the community, a
Dr. Daley, insisted that it be
named New prospect.

“ An election was called, The
Tennessean exchanged mugs
tof rum for votes. Thus the set-
tleraent became known :f Bol-
ivar.

During the 1800's Bolivar was
the fort faviherest west in T
ton County and the first sot-
demient west of Colfin County.
sprang up, ftvo
stagecoach lines changed hors-
es there, and several stores, a

on-

\facts across and your city’s| Harland Wright, Frank DeBene-lﬁiz’cégﬁfsﬁEg' da saé.;}ggéll, :

v . Afila T 1 )
enthusiasm  both emremdyirdetto and Mike Moon. |chu1'ch and a school soon were
well,” he said. “I must con-| The cast was asked to auto-|p ¢
gratulate you on the very pro- 2raph coples of the original| "y "yas at Bolivar that the
fessional portrayal of your city. ' sound track of the Denton movie yexas Cattle Trail joined the
The objective you set has been by the industrialists. Jesse Chisholm Trail. But it was
fully met.” Purpose of the trip was to ac-| john Chisum who drove cattle
| Referring to his position with quaint the industrialists with in the area and furnished beef
the State, Sullivan said he was Denton and consider it in future for the Confederacy.

Jrisking political suicide by wish. Piant expansion plans. The trip Bolivar and the surrounding
ing the City of Denton well i followed an infensive advertis-| area vere havens for Sam Bass
its endeavor. Ing campaign in West Coast and his men and two Bolivar
- editions of several magazines men were jailed in 1890 for
and newspapers. | harboring the notorious marau-
| ders. -
Many early settlers’ names
are still families te Denton
Countians today although they
{never knew any of the towns-
people. Names long remember-
ed are B. F. Gamble, the first
| postmaster; the Gregorys; the
Pollards; the Wright brothers,
,Crow and Bob; John Gober,
|W. E. Forrester: Dr. J. P.
!Knox; Dr. Howard and Dr.
G. D. Lain, father of Mrs.
Chambers.

Others remember the namcs
of E. W .Bentley; Sam MecAd-
{ams, the first store owner: Tom

iCook, a colored Methodist
|preacher; Crate (Socrales)
| Stimpson; Jesse Sariain and

{James Waide, whose son, Joe,
|recently moved from Bolivar to
| Sanger to live with his daughter.

James Waide is perhaps, the
best remembered of Bolivar res-
idents. He spoke out against se-
cession in a commumnily over-
whelmingly Southern in sympa-
thy. He also spoke freely for his
neighbors, wrote their letters,
made their wills and fought

heir battles.




. W. JAGOE, JR. MEMBER OF
. W. JAGOE 111 TEXAS TITLE
ASSOCIATION

JAGOE ABSTRACT COMPANY

FOUNDED IN 1856 BY JUDGE JOSEPH A. CARROLL
OPERATED SINCE 1874 AS JAGOE ABSTRACT COMPANY

DENTON, TEXAS

Aucust 11, 1969

Mrs. D.M, Parmelee

Director of Research

Texas State Historical Survey Committee
P.0O. Box 12276

Capital Station

Austin, Texas 78711

Dear i#rs, Parmelee:

Enclosed you will find a copy of the wording on the plague presentod
by the Venezuelan government for the town of Bolivar. Although the in-
scrlptlon reads that it was named for Simon Bolivar, it was only in an
indirect way as is indicated by the copy of the news story which is also
enclosed,

The placement of the marker will be arranged through the cooperation
of the commissioners court as the location will be on property of Dallas
Curtsinger who donated a location for the Venezuelan plaque.

Should you need more information, please feel free to call on us.

Very truly yours‘/,/’f,f




This Town has been named in honor
of Simon Bolivar
Liberator of Venezuela, Columbia, Ecuador, Peru, Panama
and founder of Bolivia,

He was born in Caracas, Venezuela
July 24, 1783 and died in Santa
Marta, Columbia, December 17, 1830,

presented to

BOLIVAR (DENTON COUNTY) STATE OF TEXAS
BY THE REPUBLIC OF VENEZULA
1968



J. W JAGOE. JR. MEMBER OF

J. W, JAGOE 111 TEXAS TITLE
ASSOCIATION

JAGOE ABSTRACT COMPANY

FOUNDED IN 1856 BY JUDGE JOSEPH A. CARROLL
OPERATED SINCE 1874 AS JAGOE ABSTRACT COMPANY

DENTON, TEXAS

August 4, 1969

Mr. Truett Latimer
Texas State Historical
Survey Committee
Austin, Texas

Dear Sir:

As requested in vour letter of Julv 24, 1969, you will find
enclosed a brief history of Bolivar. This is probably the
best information available as Mrs. Chambers has devoted many
days in gathering this material.

The exact location will be in the town of Bolivar at the
intersection of F.,M. 2450, and F.M. 455, but not in the High-
way right of way.

We will furnish any further information which you recguest and
we are indeed indebted to you for this marker and the one at
Lewisville,

Very truly yours,

Sa AL Ii’
\ gt

“\-. ot
J—W. Jaqoe} III

County Chairman
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1716 SAN ANTONIO ST. AUSTIN TEX. 78701 477"675

Sanger Courier
Sanger, Texas

FEB -4 1971

Historical Marker Placea

A state historical marker
designating the site of Bolivar,
four miles west of Sanger, has
been placed in position,

The special marker was set
on land owned by Dallas Curt-
singer by County Commissioner
~ Bill Switzer last week,

Mrs. Alma Chambers, a
member of the” @ Cou’nty
Historical ConrmiSsion, said

the marker was partof the state
historical ~ marker program
originated several years ago by
Joe Waide and his Boy Scout
troop.
. No special ceremonies were
held when the marker wasplac-
ed in position,

Curtsinger designated a spot
for the marker when tb
Bolivian government placed

for Simon Bolivar more than
g year ago,

Joe Jagoe of Denton, chair-
man of the county commission,

" delivered the marker for Mrs,

Chambers, .
The inscription reads:

¢Named indirectly for Simon
Bolivar, South American States-
man, General and Patriot, it
might have been called “New
Prospect”’, but fora mugofrum,
when the town was founded in
1852, A man who had settled
here from Bolivar, Tenn,, want--

ed to name the community in
honor of his home town, but a
preacher-doctor insisted that
it be called New Prospect, An
election was called to settlethe
matter and the Tennessean ex-
changed mugs of rum for votes,
Bolivar won,

“During the 1800’s, Bolivar
was the westernmost point in
Denton County and the first
settlement west of Collin Coun=-
ty. Two stage-coachlineschang-
ed horses here, The town
thrived and could count- three
hotels, several stores, a gin, a
flour mill, a sawmill, a black-
smith shop, a saloon, a church
and a school,

‘It was here that the Texas
Cattle Trail joined the Jesse
Chisholm Trail, but it was John

"Chisum(f Texas Cattle Baron,

who had herds here and furnish-
ed beef to the Confederacy dur
ing the Civil War, :
‘“Bolivar and the surrounding
area were havens for Sam Bass
and his men, Two Bolivar men
were jailed in 1890 for harbor-
ing notorious marauders, '
“Many early settlers (whose
descendants still live here) play-
ed important roles in the deveop-

ment of the county. (1970)°’




